
  12/13/19 UPDATE 

WITEA SPRING CONFERENCE 2020 
 

PRE-SESSIONS 
 

❖ Thursday, March 12, 2020  
❖ 10 am – 5 pm  

 
VEX 5 Robotics: Matt Merfeld  FEE: $150    Limited to 20  
VEX 5 Robotics and VEXcode text software for Beginners and Intermediates will be a hands-on 
session to become familiar with building and coding VEX 5 Robots. Learn tips to assemble, code 
and drive VEX 5 Robots in competitive events and in the classroom. Learn from a teacher and 
how they use VEX in the classroom and win at competitive events.  
 
Remote-Control Aircraft: Trevor Sills FEE: $400    Limited to 14 
Learn to assemble, configure and operate scratch-built remote-control aircraft using resources 
from Flite Test and the Engineering Design Model.  Also, learn how scratch-built aircraft (plane) 
can be used to engage students in project-based learning. 
 
Fusion 360: Matt Johnson   FEE: $150    Limited to 30  
Learn the ins and outs of fusion 360. The content will focus on beginner and intermediate users. 
We will be covering the different 3D modeling capabilities in Fusion 360 as well and how to get 
started creating tool paths using the built-in CAM software. We will also be discussing where to 
start with your students and project sequence.  
 
KidWind and VEX IQ Basics 2020 Teacher Training: Arthur Morken   
      FEE: $300    Limited to 24  
This session is for 4th through 8th grade educators who want to learn about engaging STEM 
activities and the yearly KidWind and VEX IQ competitions.  In addition participants will learn how 
to implement these engaging STEM activities in the classroom and informal education settings. 
The morning of the training will be dedicated to KidWind implementation strategies. Participants 
will build and test a simple turbine and then manipulate the turbines blades, pitch, wind speed 
and gear ratios while measuring the electrical output and load. One Advanced KidWind Kit ($150 
Value) is included in the registration. This kit can be used in the classroom or to help build interest 
in STEM enrichment activities afterschool. The afternoon training will be designated for VEX IQ 
hands on development of understanding robotics and its applications for STEM learning. 
Participants will build and program a VEX IQ robot and complete a variety of programming 
challenges using the microprocessor, controller and sensors. The training will also cover the 
yearly VEX IQ competitive game, both robot kits and game sets will be available as part of the 
training. Come learn about how you can implement these STEM activities or start a KidWind or 
VEX IQ competitive team. 
 
TSA Competitive Events: Jennifer Smith  FEE: $150   Limited to 30 
TSA will hold a pre-conference session on TSA competitive events, including Structures, Dragster 

and Flight. Other events may be included upon request at jsmith@washingtontsa.org. This will be 

a hands-on session, teaching advisors the how's and why's of each event, so that they can then 

teach their students. 
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